different countries to discuss and advance the latest developments in hydroinformatics.
The main theme of this conference was 'Understanding
Changing Climate and Environment and Finding Solutions' with the aim of assessing the impact of these changes on our aquatic environment and on developing suitable adaptation and mitigation measures. Recent natural disasters such as devastating floods occurring frequently all over the world have demonstrated how vulnerable our Earth is, with its ever rapidly growing urbanization, to changes in climate and environment, and the limitations of our engineering tools to protect society and the environment.
Finding solutions to these challenging problems was discussed by scientists, engineers, software developers, practitioners, and stakeholders from public, private and federal organizations. We saw considerable progress in all eight conference topics: advances in physically based modelling methods; data-driven modelling, soft computing and model optimization; remote sensing, digital and sensor technology; early warning systems and disaster mitigation; real-time control and decision support systems; climate change impacts; knowledge and data management and models interoperability; and education, public awareness and socio-economic aspects.
The opportunity to publish an extended version of their papers after a successful peer review has been offered to authors of outstanding contributions, and finally we can present 18 papers from various fields. Seven papers deal with modelling water distribution systems using optimization and statistical methods, four with surface waters and catchment hydrology, three with data management and data-driven modelling and another three with different hydroinformatics fields. The model is applied to a small basin in Northeastern Sicily, Italy, where a number of slope failures have been documented over the years and its performance is evaluated using specific metrics. Finally, Abbott & Vojinovic () open the horizon of hydroinformatics praxis for serving of social justice. They refer to several own and other publications and they point out that the possibilities strongly depend on the countries, that is, the degree of democracy and free society. 
